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Jesus is holding you. 

If anyone else thinks that he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6in regard to zeal, 
persecuting the church; in regard to the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 

7But, whatever things were a profit for me, these things I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. 8But even more 
than that, I consider everything to be a loss because of what is worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his 
sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that 
comes from God by faith. 10I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11in the hope that in some way I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead. 

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus also took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it yet, but there is one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things that are behind and straining toward the things that are ahead, 14I press on toward the goal, for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

—Philippians 3:4-14 
 

Over the past few weeks, we have said multiple times, “These are exciting times for Emmanuel Lutheran Church and 
School.” And they are. God-willing, we are two months away from breaking ground on our new Ministry and Education 
Center. Several teams have been working on getting things ready for that event. We have begun a new financial appeal 
entitled Growing to Serve. Without knowing what the additional commitments will be today as we share our promise 
sheets, as of right now, we have commitments totaling $783,400. That’s exciting, right? Together I am confident that we 
can exceed $1 million for this appeal.  

But the excitement is even greater. We regularly have opportunities to meet new people. We have multiple opportunities 
to grow in our faith and to go with our faith. We are seeing an increase of involvement in our ministries and an increase in 
opportunities to serve. We are looking at ways to have a positive, Christ-centered impact in our society. We carry the 
whole truth of the Word of God before us as we march against Satan’s forces. 

Even though we see an increase in paganism and heathenism around us, we are poised with a tremendous opportunity to 
hold out the Word of life to people who need its message. And all of that is reason to celebrate and give thanks.  

But I would like to place before you the notion that those things are not the primary reasons to celebrate and give thanks 
today. Oh, yes, it’s great that we are committed to building a Ministry and Education Center. Oh, yes, it’s amazing what 
we can do together. Oh, yes, it’s fantastic that the Lord has allowed us to be a bright light in this community at this time. 
Oh, yes, it’s marvelous that we can grow in our faith so that we can share our faith and serve each other. Celebrate all 
those things. 

But there is something for which I would encourage you to celebrate and give thanks for even more. Here it is: Jesus is 
holding you. I think that truth is reason to celebrate and give thanks because all those other blessings flow from the fact 
that Jesus is holding you. 

Just think about the apostle Paul. He had a lot of blessings in his life for which to give thanks and celebrate. In the words 
that are before us, he rattles off several things that he could have rejoiced over, even boasted over. Paul writes, “If 
anyone else thinks that he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 in regard 
to zeal, persecuting the church; in regard to the righteousness that is in the law, blameless.” Paul certainly had a 
lot to rejoice over, even boast over. But look at how he continues. 

“But, whatever things were a profit for me, these things I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. 8 But 
even more than that, I consider everything to be a loss because of what is worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, 
my Lord. For his sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness that comes from God by faith.” 

Paul no longer cared about what he held on to as “gain” for so many years of his life. He no longer focused on the things 
he rejoiced over for so long. He found no value in his race or ethnicity; no value in his religious group. He found no value 
in his good works. He found no value in his material possessions. Who he was, what he did and what he worked hard to 
earn, Paul considered a pile of manure. Why? Why would Paul throw away everything he had worked so hard to gain? 
Why would he put all of that on the loss column? 



Paul only wanted one thing: to know Jesus Christ, his Lord. Paul said, “I have lost all things and consider them 
rubbish, so that I may gain Christ.” Paul wanted nothing more than to have Christ and be found in him. And if that 
meant disowning his own identity or depreciating his own good works or giving up everything he owned, then that's what 
Paul was willing to do. He was willing to lose everything to gain Christ. 

Do we share the same heart as Paul? My friends, what are you willing to lose for Christ? Are you willing to lose your 
identity? You might be someone important: the smartest student in your class, the star of the team, someone's best friend, 
your parent's favorite, the employee of the month, a mom or dad, grandma or grandpa. Are you willing to lose your 
identity? 

Are you willing to lose all your material wealth? Just about everyone here is rich compared to the rest of the world. You 
may own a house or two, a car or three, a TV or eight and enough clothes to change four times a day. You wear earrings 
and bracelets and anklets and watches and necklaces. You have cell phones, iPads, iTunes and computers. And you 
worked hard to buy all these things. You put in hours upon hours at the office. Would you be willing to give up all your 
hard-earned wealth for Christ? 

Are you willing to lose all your good works? You're generally a good person. You show kindness to others; just the other 
day you smiled at someone in the store. You follow the rules even if you don't like them. You come to church and maybe 
even Bible study. You give offerings. You believe in God and dedicate your life to him. Are you willing to call all that 
rubbish?  

You fill in the blank. “I … consider _____________ rubbish, so that I may gain Christ.” If there is something that you 
just can’t put inside that blank, you are elevating it to a position higher than Jesus. Are you willing to lose everything to 
gain Christ? 

Paul said, “For his sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness that comes from God by faith.” 

The reason Paul makes this analysis is because Christ offers us something that no other person, no other thing could 
possibly offer us. Righteousness. God demands absolute righteousness, perfection, from us. We all easily admit that 
we're not perfect, right? But for some reason we think that's okay. You hear people say it all the time. "Well, no one's 
perfect, but…" But what? No one’s perfect, but God shouldn't care that we have disobeyed him? No one’s perfect, but 
God shouldn't punish us as our sins deserve? No one’s perfect, but we don't really deserve to die and go to hell?  

At times we try to downplay the requirements that God has of us. He doesn’t say, “Just do your best and forget the rest.” 
He doesn’t require a good try and give us an “A” for effort.  

God doesn’t downplay this. He demands only one thing from us. We must be absolutely perfect. We must be righteous 
according to God’s standards. And that fact should scare the rubbish right out of us! It doesn't matter who we are. It 
doesn't matter how much stuff we own. It doesn't matter how nice we are. We're not righteous and so we deserve no good 
thing from God. Period.  

Do you see why Paul says this? None of those things can earn us favor with God. None of our offerings, none of our 
works, none of our accomplishments can make us right with God. Only one thing can actually make us right with God. 
Only one person can give us a righteousness from God.  

God gives us righteousness through faith in Christ. Faith completely connects us to Christ. That’s why it is so important 
that Jesus is holding you.  

Through faith everything Christ did counts for you. When Jesus lived a perfect life, God credited you with righteousness. 
When Jesus suffered and died on the cross, God credited you with payment for your sin. When Jesus rose from the dead, 
God credited you with promise of life. Through faith you share in Jesus' life and in his suffering and death and in his 
resurrection. 

That’s why Paul says, “I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 in the hope that in some way I may arrive at the resurrection from the 
dead.” 

That’s why Paul is ready to put everything on the loss column and have only Jesus on the profit column. He wants to 
know Christ more and better. Paul essentially says, “I want to know Christ Jesus, my Lord.” Do you know how that 
happens? Do you know how to know Christ more intimately and more deeply and more powerfully? He is right here. You 
get to know Christ Jesus when you know your Bible better. 

When you say, “I want to know Christ better,” here’s how that happens. And I’m not just talking about memorizing 
passages of Scripture and knowing where things are in the Bible. I’m talking about the truths that God presents in his 
Word. It literally transforms your life and outlook on this world. You come to know your God at a level that is so deep and 
so refreshing. You walk into that treasure house of God’s Word, and you see treasures there that give you comfort that 
Jesus is holding you. 



Paul wanted to know Christ better. As one of your pastors, I want that for you, too. Every day, I pray to the Lord, “Lord 
God, please place the desire on the hearts of your people to want to know you better. Give them the desire to 
grow in faith through your Word.” That’s my prayer.  

We all recognize that we still have a lot of growing to take place in our lives, right? I mean, Paul once said in Ephesians 
that we can stop growing in our faith and knowledge when we are at the same measure of the fullness of Jesus. Boy, do I 
have a long way to go. 

Even Paul recognized that he had a long way to go. He said, “Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus also took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do 
not consider myself to have taken hold of it yet, but there is one thing I do: Forgetting the things that are behind 
and straining toward the things that are ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.” 

Paul is talking about pressing on to reach a goal. What’s the goal? We talked about this a few weeks ago. The goal of this 
life is heaven, right? Heaven is coming. Our mansion is coming. Our home is coming. But just let Paul’s words soak in. “I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus also took hold of me.” Jesus is holding you. For what purpose? 
Jesus took hold of you so that you will be with him forever.  

That is a really important truth for us to always remember. Paul knows he hasn’t reached his goal yet. He is still in this 
world when he wrote these words. But he knows what the goal is. The goal is not anything in this world. Jesus has not 
given his life over to death so that you and I can live a comfortable, cushy life in this world. That’s not why Jesus has 
taken hold of us.  

Our Savior has reached down into our lives to grab us from an eternal condemnation in hell. He has offered his back and 
his hands to sinful human beings who nailed him to a cross so that he could suffer the hellish rejection of God’s righteous 
anger in our place. Jesus has taken hold of us so that we would be with him forever in heaven. 

And my friends, even though we have not fully experienced that truth yet, it is still ours. Heaven is our home. That is a 
present reality that will be fully experienced in the future. That’s what we want to rejoice over and celebrate.  

And we can do that because Jesus is holding us. The fact that Jesus is holding us gives us great joy as we move forward 
into the future. Keep your focus on the heavenly goal. It is the finish line, and we all are seeking to cross that to our home. 
And we desire to have more and more people come with us. We need to know Christ better. The way to do that is by 
getting to know him in his Word. And that helps us put into proper perspective this life and world.  

I’m excited about our new Ministry and Education Center, and here’s why. We will get to know Jesus better in that building 
as we study his Word. We will get the opportunity to connect more people to Christ so they too will be held by Jesus. We 
will get multiple opportunities to share the love of Jesus and the truth of his saving Word with more people. Our Ministry 
and Education Center will be a place where we can tell people, “Jesus is holding you.” My friends, let’s get this Ministry 
and Education Center built. We can do this together trusting this reassuring fact: Jesus is holding you. Amen.  


